
Summary of the Action: 

"Cider and juice apples: Knowledge, promotion and 
dissemination of forgotten varieties in the Normandy 

territories"

Currently, the market for cider products (ciders or juices) is evolving: 
consumer expectations are turning towards better quality products 
and typicities obtained from new varieties of apple trees and 
renewed flavours. . 

In a context of replanting orchards for the next 10 years, this study 
entitled "Cider and juice apples: knowledge, promotion and 
dissemination of forgotten varieties in the Normandy territories" 
aims to put back in the spotlight varieties that are still present in 
Normandy but that are very little used in the cider industry. 

This co-op program was delivered by:

- the Association du Domaine de Merval (leader) which safeguards 
and studies more than 400 varieties of apple trees in Seine Maritime 
(near Rouen) 

- the Normandy Chamber of Agriculture, which ensures the technical 
and economic monitoring of producers

- Normandy, Land of Cider Appellations, bearer of the Appellations 
and federating more than 3500 producers

- the French Institute of Cider Production, which carries out studies 
and experiments on cider products. 

After consultation with the partners, the choice of apple trees fell on 
heritage varieties from the Merval conservatory orchard but also on 
other interesting cider references from different Normandy 
pedoclimatic contexts, and which had never given rise to the writing 
of descriptive sheets before. 



Thus, the study made it possible to monitor about fifty varieties 
during 3 consecutive harvest campaigns (2021, 2022, 2023). This 
represents more than 80 samples of apples harvested, pressed, 
analyzed from a technological point of view (references and repeats 
included). Monitoring of agronomic suitability supplemented the 
data on the pre-selected varieties. Taste workshops have also 
specified the aromas of the juices. 

In order to retain only 15 to 18 varieties out of the fifty or so initial, 
the data obtained in the field or in the laboratory gave rise to a 
multi-criteria analysis. Thus, through merit functions evaluating and 
scoring traits (disease susceptibilities, flowering date, harvest date, 
fruit weight, alternation, juice yield, sugars, acidity, polyphenols, 
etc.), each sample was assigned a score supplemented by a flavor. 

In the end, we selected 16 varieties of apple trees that received the 
best overall scores. Here is the list:

Aigre de Bray Pomme de Monsieur
Douce de Beauvoir Rambeau
Doux Normandie Rambour franc
Doux Vérêt de Carrouges Rayée Elie
Edouard VII Reinette fardel
Grise dieppois Rousse de l’Orne
Locard blanc Tardive de la Sarthe
Peau de vache ancienne Tardive de l’Andelle

These varieties are offered to the players in the cider sector thanks 
to the development of sheets and a booklet. Dissemination to 
professionals is mainly done thanks to partners. Several events also 
made it possible to present the entire project: Innovation Day in 



November 2023, Presentation meeting at the Regional Council in 
June 2024, presentation at the Save Your Apple Day in November 
2024. Paperless distribution will also facilitate access to the results. 

At the same time, the varieties were duplicated on the conservatory 
orchard of Merval in order to prepare for multiplication by 
nurserymen. The latter will then relay to the professionals.


